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2016:
A Year to Remember...
Phew. What a year. I know, I know, 

2016 ended with the election of Donald 
Trump as our next president. However, 
it’s also the year that brought historic 
support for the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, bold action to protect the Arctic 
Ocean, a strong collaborative network for 
a sustainable Tongass National Forest – 
and so much more. 

Together, we made 2016 a year to 
remember for Alaska’s wild places, while 
building a vital bulwark of support that 
will sustain us through the challenges in 
the years ahead. 

In early 2016, we made history with 

a first-ever vote in the House of 
Representatives to proactively protect 
the Arctic Refuge. We topped that with 
momentous support in the Senate – 37 
senators lined up to co-sponsor the 
Arctic Refuge Wilderness bill. All of 
this was possible due to the groundswell 
of grassroots action – thousands sent 
petitions, made phone calls and more.    

We built on this momentum with 
unbelievable progress in our fight to 
protect the Arctic. Incredible actions that 
included a passionate rally in the heart 
of our nation’s capital, a remarkable visit 
from the tribal council for Point Lay, 
Alaska who came out strong for their 
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Arctic home, and 1 million petitions from 
across the country calling on President 
Obama to do the right thing in the Arctic. 
– All of these events and actions led to
game-changing announcements from the 
Obama administration who first cancelled
future leasing in the Arctic and then took
the additional step to permanently protect 
125 million acres of America’s Arctic
waters from drilling.  That’s right, President
Obama took decisive action for the future
of our planet, as well as the communities
and wildlife that depend on a pristine Arctic 
Ocean!

The League also kept up our work 
protecting the most ecologically valuable 

watersheds in the Tongass National Forest 
and special areas in the National Petroleum 
Reserve – Alaska. 

The big headline for 2016 has caused 
many of us to despair, myself included. 
But even as we look toward the significant 
challenges that lie ahead, I find hope all 
around us. It begins with the incredible 
work that we have done – and will continue 
to do – to protect the wild lands and waters 
of Alaska and ensure that those places will 
be there for generations to come. 

Together we are unstoppable! 

Kristen Miller, Interim Executive Director
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Expenses 2015 2016
Program Expenses

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge $�1,051,656 $1,072,690�  
Bureau of Land Management Lands $� 21,113 $        - 
Rainforest $� 464,314 $418,667�  
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska $� 405,178 $353,835�  
Arctic Ocean $�1,005,552 $930,125�  

Total Program Expenses $�2,947,813 $ 2,775,317

Fundraising Expenses $� 418,035 $413,128�  
General and Administrative $� 180,734 $199,533�

Total Expenses $�3,546,582 $3,387,978�

Change in Net Assets $   174,627 �  ($   2,226)�  
Net Assets, Start of Year $�2,812,605 $2,987,232�

Net Assets, End of Year $�2,987,232 $2,985,006�  

Alaska Wilderness League
Financial Highlights

Revenue 2015 2016
Foundations $�2,319,000 $�2,030,000
Membership Dues, Individual 
and Corporate Contributions $�1,168,671 $1,086,149�

Other Revenue* $� 233,538 $269,603�

Total Revenue	 $�3,721,209 $3,385,752� 

*Investment income, merchandise income, rent recovery.
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Alaska Wilderness League is a recognized 501(c)(3) organization, and donations to the 
League are tax-deductible under the full extent of the law. Complete financial information is 
available at AlaskaWild.org/about-us/financials.  

2016 Revenue

2016 Expenses

Foundations
60%

Other Revenue* 
8%

Membership Dues, 
Individual and Corporate 

Contributions
 32%

Programs
82%

Fundraising
 12%

General & Admin
6%



6    Alaska Wilderness League Annual Report 2016

2016 Program Activities
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Guardians ($10,000+)
444S Foundation
Toni Armstrong and Richard Spener
Thomas Barron 
Brainerd Foundation 
Richard and Stephanie Brooks
Tom and Sonya Campion
The Campion Foundation
Classic Accessories
Andrew Conru
David and Linda Cornfield
The Conservation Alliance
Ellen Ferguson
Hugh & Jane Ferguson Foundation
Kristen Grimm
Lois Irwin
Kendeda Fund
Jeffrey Kenner
Betsy Loyless

Susan and Jeffrey Lubetkin 
Camilo Lopez
Peter and Kathy Metcalf
Anne Mize
Sandra Moss
 New Venture Fund
The North Face
Patagonia, Inc
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation 
Ron and Eva Sher
Judith Schwartz Sorrel
Tortuga Foundation
True North Foundation
Western Conservation Foundation 
Wilburforce Foundation

© Dave Shreffler

Alaska Wild Giving Society
Member Recognition

As a member of the Alaska Wild Giving Society, you are part of a special community of 
supporters who are truly making vital efforts to protect wild Alaska. Without your support, 
none of our work would be possible. Thank you from all of us who care deeply about keeping 
Alaska wild. 

If you have questions about your giving, or would like to update your name, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Ali Fujino, Director of Donor Relations and Development at			
Ali@alaskawild.org or (206) 282.3374.
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David Bock
Mr. Brad J. Carlquist

Allen Rickert

Champions ($7,500 – $9,999)

Bullitt Foundation
Combined Federal Campaign
David and Linda Cornfield
Bruce Gitlin
Carl L. Haefling and Pamela C. Johnson
Erik Jansen

KEEN
Ann Lovell
Robert Osborne
Steve Silberstein
Wilburforce Foundation
Dr. Gene and Mrs. Joanne Wilhelm

Protectors ($5,000 – $7,499)

Camp Denali & North Face Lodge
Betty A. Lewis University Environmental Charitable 

Trust
Mildred Lillis
Debbie and Mark Moderow

Margaret and Tom Ralph
Recreational Equipment Inc.
William B. Thompson
Washington Women’s Foundation

Defenders ($2,500 – $4,999)

Alaska Wild Giving Society
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Nancy Abbey
Kris Abshire
Kai Anderson
Anonymous 
Valerie M. Anton
Alaska Wildland Adventures
Bank of America Foundation
Erika Boka
Peter P. Bradley
Cameron Foundation
Gloria Castillo
John and Theresa Cederholm 
Susan N. Clark
Marta Chase and Kicab Castaneda-Mendez
The Community Foundation Serving Boulder 

County 
Anne Marie McPherson Davis
William Donnelly
Mark Follett
Ms. Sally Harris
Bob and Judy Jung
Nancy Kennaway
Tom and Kate Klein
Adam Kolton and Laura Greer Kolton 

Carol and Chet Kolton
Hertha Lehmann
Norbert and Christine Leupold
Mr. & Mrs. Lindholm
Michael Matz and Sally Shuffield
Debbie Miller
Andrew and Leslie Nicholls 
Phyllis Reynolds
Larry Rockefeller
Kate Roosevelt and Caroline Maillard
Jim and Gillian Rose
Lora Lewis Rudd 
Catherine Walker and David Fuqua
Andy Schlickman
Greg Singleton
Patricia Sharpnack
Sherron Shuffield
Catherine H. Smith and Peter Maxson
John Stamper
Carol and John Stansfield 
John Taylor
Wilmington Trust
Leonard Wittwer

Advocates ($1,000 – $2,499)
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Cindy M. Adams and John L. Adams 
Louise Adler
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation 
Bergans of Norway
Anissa Berry-Frick
Todd Blum
Robin Bryant
Keith Cowan
Thomas and Mary Ann Cummings
Jane Clark
The Douglass Foundation
Ms. Dianne Engleke
Becky Erickson
Richard Fiddler
Jonathan and Anne Fox
Justine Frischmann
Alison Fujino
Marilyn Harlan
Peter and Sheri Harris
Brian Henning
Mary Hoffman
Stephanie Jacobs 
Steve and Christine Janney
Betsy Keithley and John Olson
Lexi and Miles Keogh
Shirley Langlois
Lynn Larsen
Sylvia Lucas
Gareth Martins
Jack McCarron
Kathleen W. McLane

George K. McLelland
John and Carol Meland
Amy Mower
Bill and Monica Oliver
Christopher Perrault
Jeffrey Petrich
William Pope
Joan Poor
Corinne Ribble
David Rockefeller
Savannah Community Foundation
Mark Schuermann
Jennifer and Tim Schwab
Eleanor Schwartz
Lawrence and Diane Shackman
Cindy Shogan and Brooks Yeager
Cyrus Spurlino
John and Dorothy Stade 
James and Linda Stinson
Beverly Strassmann
James and Patricia Swanson
John A. Trotter
Mr. Steve Weems
David Weinstein
Jodean Werner
Carole Whitehead
Leslie Williams
Edward Witten
David Worthington
Ms. Sandra P. Yarrington

Enthusiasts ($500 – $999)
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Alaska Wilderness League Annual Report 2016    11

© Richard Spener	

Alaska Wilderness League
Board of Directors

President Jimmy Carter
Honorary Chair, Georgia

Hon. Robert Mrazek
Chair Emeritus, New York

Andy Schlickman
Chair, Illinois

Betsy Loyless
Vice Chair, Maryland

Bob Osborne
Treasurer, Alaska

Toni Armstrong
Secretary, Missouri

Steve Barker
California

Tom Campion
Washington

Ellen Ferguson
Washington

Kristen Grimm
Washington, DC

Gareth Martins
Colorado

Michael Matz
Colorado

Debbie Miller
Alaska

Jay Nelson
Alaska

Lorraine Netro
Yukon, Canada

Richard Spener
Missouri
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Cindy Shogan 
Executive Director

Karla Brollier
Environmental Justice Director

Gwen Dobbs
Communications Director

John Demos
Northeast Regional Field Staff

Leah Donahey
Senior Campaign Director

Corey Himrod
Communications Associate

Ole Lake
Tribal Liaison

Lexi Keogh
Deputy Director

Ali Fujino
Director of Advancement

Earl Kingik
Consultant

Dan Kirkwood
Southeast Alaska Outreach Coordinator

Maggie Massey
Environmental Justice Coordinator

Mladen Mates
Director of Finance

Brian McLane
Conservation Associate

Kristen Miller
Conservation Director

Andy Moderow
Alaska Director

Lois Norrgard 
Upper Midwest Regional Field Staff

Kelsie Rudolph 
Conservation Associate 

Basia Sikora
Office Manager 

Monica Scherer 
Pennsylvania Field Staff

Rory Skehan
Development Coordinator

Hilary Stamper
New Media Director

Brian Leone Tracy
Director of Advancement Operations

Heather Urban
Senior Campaign Director

Liz VanDenzen
Field Director

Staff
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